HEART OF STEAM - ILLUSTRATED PROFILE

AURUM

WITNESS IN BRASS

A feline automaton, a living question,

and one of the trilogy s most unlikely witnesses.
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A BRASS CATIN THE ACADEMY

.

Aurum is Lyra Ashcroft's feline
automaton, built in the Academy of
Aetherium. He reaches roughly to her
knee, with a slender body, a polished brass

frame, and visible internal gears.

His eyes are green glass lenses set in steel
rings. Steam escapes through vents along
his back. A side panel reveals a brass core
crossed by fine blue-crystal channels.
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VISIBLE FEATURES
Polished brass frame

Green glass lenses

Exposed moving gears
Steam vents along the back
Crystal-channel core

THE CHALK CIRCLE

Aurum'’s first unmistakable anomaly is quiet: he refuses to cross a chalk line that
Lyra never programmed him to fear. When she erases a gap, he crosses and
presses his head against her palm.

The Academy sees a mechanical problem. Lyra sees a decision.
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THE SIGNAL: THREE-TWO-THREE

Aurum was designed with simple
acoustic responses: two tones for
an error, one for confirmation, and
alow hum while searching.

Then, during a harmonic-valve

test, he produces a new pattern.

three pause two pause three

The sequence first appears as a signal from the hidden systems beneath
Aetherholm. Aurum receives it before anyone is prepared to decide whether a
machine can listen.

THE SIGNAL CHANGES

By the end of the second book, Aurum repeats the old pattern and adds a smaller,
unfamiliar impulse. Lyra recognizes that it is not an alarm or a summons. Itisa
question.

@




PROFILE 1lI

COMPATIBILITY
IS NOT OBEDIENCE Why Aurum matters to the machinery of the Heart

Aurum's core is not perfectly regular.
Felix placed a deliberate margin of error Q W\
inside it.

A network automaton is expected to
move without hesitation. Aurum
hesitates - and then chooses.

AURUM PROVES THAT
COMPATIBILITY

ISNOT OBEDIENCE

His irregular signature becomes evidence against systems that mistake a matching
frequency for consent. Lyra does not use him to command the Heart. She uses his
difference to contradict the demand for a pure, obedient response.




PROFILE IV

A WITNESS ACROSS DIS FANCE

AETHERHOLM VELMIR A
Aurum remains near Felixand | His signal reaches the eastern
the Heart, where his core can city through open custody,
hold and answer resonance. proving that a witness need

not stand in the same room.

LUNARIS

Through Felix's transmitter,
Aurum helps keep the
frequency open while the tide
tries to smooth every voice into
one.
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OPEN CUSTODY IS A NETWORK
Aurum does not travel to every city. His signal does. Across Velmira and Lunaris,
distance becomes part of the principle: responsibility cannot depend on every
witness being physically present beneath one roof.
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FINAL PROFILE

WITNESS IN BRASS

The trilogy's small brass scandal

FIRST REGISTER OF WITNESS CITIES

AURUM

feline antomaton - non-human resonance witness

At the end of the trilogy, the question is no longer whether Aurum can imitate life.
The question is whether the old definition of life was ever large enough to contain

what he became.

What responds may begin where others saw only mechanism.
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