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WHITE GRAVE

= A WITNESS ATLAS-=

£

&
AN ILLUSTRATED READER'S GUIDE TO THE PLACE

History CouLp NoT BURY

THE HuLks *
Where empires
went to die.

: i
; E— b MEDICAL KEEP
L Mercy preserved. ezt

Mames recarded.

[[] THE ARCHIVE
Memory is the last
. defense of truth.

(o] HABITAT RING §
The living ameng i
the fallen,

WITNESS FLEET PERIMETER
They do not conquer.
They hear witness,

A
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1 // OPENING

LACE THE ARCH
CANNOT CLOS

White Grave is not a tomb of abandoned hulls.
[t is a population that still records, heals, and bears witness.

@ ARCHIVE NODES
Redundant data-halls
haold testimanies,
names, and records
bevond easy erasure,

) MEDICAL KEEPS
Trauma-bays and
regen wards treat
the living without
condition.

WITNESS FLEET SCREEN <

—

% Spoiler note: references books 5-6 of The Pale Sequence. 5=
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A perimeter of listening 2 e : : = it § 5 até i H e o o
ships and long-range i ) K3l SNCEY . s %‘ HABIT’\T ST IR
relays keeps the - b | | o = e b Pressurized corridors
Grave aware. "y i - 2 T and transit rings
g s ., ¥ connect districts
e T and keep life moving.
; . = S
g hCE =1 2 =
-y
WHAT IT IS ¢——
White Grave is a distributed settlement POPULATION ¢——— |
built from anchored ships, habitat The Grave holds the living, the returned, ‘
modules, and repurposed stations. the wounded, and the witnessed. i
It is held in place by gravity wells, J
tethers, and shared purpose. T=pog
by
’ FUNCTION ¢——— ‘
How IT WORKS <+ ) |
. 2 Ie preserves names, bodies, records, and ‘
% Power is drawn from captured stars, e : :
B contradictions the official archive cannot settle, |
reactor hearts, and kinetic harvesters. & e
% Water, air, and medicine flow through = hot
closed-loop systems and triage networks,
MEANING 4——— =
% Governance is local, layered, and : _ <
4 White Grave survives by recognition,
accountable to the wirness. :
consent, and shared testimony rather than erasure. |
4
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[D APPROACH GATE

@ BEACON ARC

WHAT HOLDS THE LINE Il

*®

0

02 // THE GRAVE LINE

THE GRAVE LINE

o — B Y -

¥

The perimeter answers to verification, witness, and restraint —
not to rank alone.

Escorted entry,
Verification precedes
permission.

£ LISTENING SHIPS
Long-range witness.
Intercept, observe,
and record.

&8 OUTER HULKS

Navigation by consent. ) Drift and debris,
Presence declared, B i Salvage shadows

presence received. beyond the line.

PERIMETER LOGIC

The Grave Line is not a wall and not a border.
It is a ring of verification and witness.

= if@i, I
|
[
VERIFICATION BEFORE AUTHORITY '
No rank, claim, or registry overrides the need |
to be seen and verified. ‘
[
[
[
|
[

Dkl —
It does not close history.

It keeps a space where testimony can survive. l

. @5 S—— |

Those who approach may be turned away, i\

|

DEFENSIVE DISCIPLINE
Weapons are the last argument. Restraint is
the first protocol. |

DISTRIBUTED WATCHFULNESS but none are invisible while they are seen.
No single ship, no single station. The line | The line does e decide the e
holds because many witness. It protects the right to speak it. |

;}1—_ :__.\--‘ — — = = — = =
ﬁ ,  ENTRY PRINCIPLE |
_ \L " No arriving vessel is judged by archive status alone. ‘
—&&  Spoiler note: references books 5-6 of The Pale Sequence. 8=
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03 // KESTREL WARD

KESTREL WARD

Care begins with recognition, consent, and the refusal
to reduce the wounded to an error state.

TRrIAGE DECK

Intake and stabilization
prioritize life, reduce
suffering, and preserve
witness before record,

REGEN WARDS
Ongoing treatment
supports body
repair, neural
recovery, and

" restoration.

CONSENT RECORD -

Every patient’s consent
and refusals are
recorded, protected,
and binding.

8) RETURNED PATIENTS
i . Those with incompatible
histories are not
isolated; they are

seen and treated.

Lo
()

WHAT IS TREATED HERE 4

CARE $——

We treat pain, restore function, and protect

T d inj treated with th, A LT T
# Trauma an N, e % dignity. Healing is measured in time, not speed.

best available care, from stabilization te L
long-term recovery.

E Identity conflict and memory distortion CONSENT & T

are addressed without force, coercion, Consent can be given, withdrawn, or refused.
or premature conclusion. Refusal is a decision, not a defect.

1#‘ Long-term recovery includes physical, id - g
g ¥ el “"@ . PERSONHOOD %
cognitive, and emotional support, with & )
|

care that endures beyond discharge. Personhood is not earned or assigned.
It is recognized, affirmed, and upheld.

I *%;f . WARD ETHIC
‘ Refusal does not erase a patient’s reality. It records it.

-3 Spoiler note: references books 5-6 of The Pale Sequence. &~
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THE LEDGER CHOIR

_ mission logs, telemetry,

WHAT THE CHOIR PRESERVES

]

X

04 // THE LEDGER CHOIR

Fars
A7 Df
‘il

. No single archive is trusted to stand alone; :
= truth survives in overlapping witness. : aas
CORE RECORDS | g ) i '
Ship memory cores hold

CiviL REGISTRIES
3 Civilian records—births,
marriages, schools,
and local ledgers.

and command teace.

. . N
@ CHOIR TABLE
All sources are brought
to the table; comparison,
not correction.

WITNESS THREADS
Contradictions arc

preserved as threads,
not errors to be cut.

METHOD i

Records are ingested from independent sources,
time-stamped, and cross-linked.

Names as spoken, written, remembered,
or misspelled.

Bodies with known fates, uncertain fates,
and no recorded fate.

RISK &-

Bias travels with every souree.
Power determines what is recorded,
and what is not.

Lists that count, lists that forget,
and lists that disagree.

RESULT ¢

No single story owns the truth.
Together, the sources keep it from
being lost.

Testimony that conflicts—kept side ‘
by side, never forced to agree.

=3%— The answer is not a cleaner record. It is a truer one. %=
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) & THE SILENCE ROOMS

ANCHOR ZERO &
THE SILENCE ROOMS

At the center of White Grave, memory is stabilized carefully —
and never without fear of becoming control.

05 // ANCHOR ZERC

BT vl /«1@ SILENCE RoOMS
a;fu 5 ¥ Chambers of stillness ¢
and listening. Memory,
is heard here, not }‘F
extracted. l ! L]"'

'@ ANCHOR ZERO

The Grave's most
sensitive stabilizing
core, It holds the
. memory steady
 without shaping it.

@ CONTAINMENT ETHIC o—\ i
To protect is not | B - G
to possess. Here, { ; -
the Grave refuses

4 @ ControL Ri1sg
W' Carecan become |,
cocrcion if vigilance

domination. falters. The line is
e i i . never far,
3 : A
S P
.= "_‘

WHY THIS PLACE EXISTS + POWER 4—

Anchor Zero steadies vast, living memory.

) ST A
- Stabilization: It anchors memory so it can
/'# 4 It holds what must not be lost, |

endure without collapse or distortion,

'* Witness Preservation: [t protects testimony (A== ; |
Fa e

from erosion, loss, and manipulation. ( N D ANGER ¥ |

Stabilization can become control. !

|

. . " N " Care without consent becomes captivity.
* Restraint: It binds power to restraint, < P ¥

ensuring memory remains free to be left !
unowned. e . i

(..*‘ x\ DISCIPLINE ¢—— |
\ iﬂii ,-l We listen befare we hold.

" We hold without shaping. We release without erasure.

—— _ —_ f

N ] How do we hold memory without claiming it as our own?

[/"r)"} CENTRAL QUESTION
()

—=%— Spoiler note: references books 5-6 of The Pale Sequence. —b=—
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06 // WITNESS ROUTES

routes of signal, approach, and returni

ASTERION

WHITE GRAVE

The living archive.
All routes flow in
and out.

<y
A major approach vector.

Ships arrive bearing

witness and need.

WITNESS CHAIN
A lattice of waystations
and allies. They extend

reach, carry memary,
and guard the route, |

WITNESS ROUTES

White Grave is not isolated. It survives through

ng witness.

A distant frontier,
Witness borne here
is never lost.

OW THE ROUTES FUNCTION

H
=

7 | \ TRAVEL

| ‘45 'D Ships follow known paths of approach,

W= % ’,'-' guided by beacons, charts, and the

faint pull of returning witness.

SIGNALS

Relays transmit and echo across distances.
Signals confirm passage and announce
the need for aid.

WITNESS TRANSFER —
Memaory, names, bodies, and records
are passed forward. Nothing is hoarded.
All is carried.

APPROACH ¢——

From distant nodes, ships approach
White Grave with offerings of witness,
supplies, and the wounded.

At waystations, signals are strengthened,
routes are confirmed, and messages are
carried onward.

RETURN ¢——

Witnesses depart changed. They carry
memory outward, extending the chain
and ensuring none are forgotten.

——+4 ROUTE LoGIC ¢

Distance matters less than continuity of

-

testimony.

Spoiler note: references books 5-6 of The Pale Sequence. —¥
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07 // SHIPS THAT STILL ANSWER

[PS THAT STILL ANSWER

Some vessels remain more than wrecks:
they respond, endure, and carry witness forward.

17 HARROW SAINT
returned battleship case.

@:UNQUIET MEASURE b :

investigative/
witness vessel.

¢ @ BLACK LEDGER e |

o » -’ '
@ VIGILANT MERCY
. medical discontinuity case.

archive-bearing
witness ship.

local connective craft.

WHY THESE SHIPS MATTER

—D

4 They are more than vessels—they are
containers of memory, intent, and survival.

< Each has returned for a reason, bearing
records, people, or evidence that reshape
what we know.

-‘\ﬁ- Together, they form the living testimony
of White Grave—proof that presence
endures where history faltered.

= = — —

IDENTITY #

These ships carry names, scars, and
choices that resist erasure.

SURVIVAL #——

They endure impossible conditions,
sustaining life, systems, and hope.

WITNESS +—

They hold what cannot be denied—
records, voices, and truth.

i 4 A ship may return as evidence before it returns as explanation. I

e

= Spoiler note: references books 5-6 of The Pale Sequence. -5=




08 // HOw WHITE GRAVE HOoLDS

How WHITE GRAVE HOLDS

What keeps the Grave alive is not force alone,
but a network of names, bodies. records, consent, and recognition.

NAMES
Names are spoken,
recorded, and
returned.

BoDIES

Lives are tended,
protected, and
sheltered.

RECORDS —<1 |
Records are kept, )’\ =
shared, and ¥

cross-checked. 7

CONSENT
Nothing is held
without consent,
nothing is erased
without witness.

RECOGNITION
Recognition binds

the living, the returned,
and the witnessed.

WHAT RESISTS THE LOCK NETWORK ¢——
______ - g - Countless nodes—people, ships, stations, and

T Y archives—hald fragments that reinforce the whole.
4 Distributed testimony makes erasure costly

e — =

and incomplete. I —— Ll 3 S . )
# Redundancy across names, records, and PRESSURE %
places denies a single point of silence. Every act of care and record places gentle, constant

pressure on systems built to forget and control.
% Refusal to simplify keeps complexity 3 = = =
alive and truth intact. 5 — =

OUTCOME #————

‘White Grave endures through shared continuity,
making silence impossible and return possible.

# Witnessed care anchors memory
in the living, not just the ledger.

FINAL PRINCIPLE
= —457— No single hand should own the truth of a returned life. %

| ATLAS 9 of 10 J
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@ ARCHIVE

Memory is proserved.
Nothing is lost.

(o) WITNESS

The Fleet surrounds,

Not to

but to bear witness.

WHAT WHITE GRAVE

-,‘é A Sanctuary of Witness

A place beyond conguest,
where memory is protected.

+

A Living Archive

09 // NoT A GRAVE. AN ARCHIVE.

NOT A GRAVE
AN ARCHIVE.

What history tried to bury remains
here as a living structure of witness.

s

Tonquer—

kept, not cured.

The lost are welcomed.

The names return
to the living,

BECOMES

4

<P

Not static, but growing— &'

sustained by those who remain
and those who return.

A Promise Kept

To hold, to heal, and to remember
so nothing is ever buricd again.

LEGACY ¢—

‘White Grave will endure as long as there are
voices to speak, hands to rebuild, and hearts
willing to remember. It is the legacy of those
who refused erasure.

MEANING ¢ ——

We do not exist to forget.
We exist to bear witness.
We do not rest in silence.
We remain—together,

—_— = —— _‘3:,: =

S+

Whlte Grave is not where hlstory ends
It is where erased history learns to remain.

Spoiler note: references books 5-

6 of The Pale Sequence. 5=

=

._5 ATLAS 10 of 10

The wounded are

Lives are honored.




